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From General Butler to General Grant
Deo. 6th, 1864
CIPHER despatch received. Orders will be given to carry out the orders contained in it.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comdg.
From General Butler to Admiral Porter
CIPHER.   Deo. 6th, 1864
WHAT day can we start from the Fortress? I wish not to keep troops on board transports a day longer than possible, as it will take some days to reach Savannah anyway. Is there anything I can aid you in?
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen. Comdg.
From Admiral Porter to General Butler
CIPHER.   FORTBEBS MONROB, Deo. 6,1864,9.30 P.M.
YOUR telegram is received. The vessels to carry the ammunition will be ready in the morning, completely filled. The ordnance officer here at Fortress Monroe is doing everything he can to expedite matters. Most of our ammunition is here, and will commence loading to-morrow. I will report perhaps to-morrow evening, so that you can make your calculation when to embark. I think I can by to-morrow tell you within an hour when we can be ready. We are ready in every other respect.                       D D pOETBRj Rear Admirai
From the Secretary of the Treasury
Treasury Department, December 6th, 1864
Major Gen. B. F. BUTLER, FORT MONROE, VA.
SIR : I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of the President's proclamation, opening the port of Norfolk, Va., and also the circular issued by this Department to Collectors and other Officers of the Customs.
You will perceive that there is no necessity for certificates from your Department for the shipment to Norfolk, Va. of articles not contraband of war. The certificates for shipment of articles contraband of war, or prohibited by military orders should be forwarded for approval to H. A. Risley, Esq., Sup'g. Special Agent, 7th Agency, Washington, D. C.
Very respectfully, W. P. FESSENDEN, Secretary of the Treas.